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injustice and arrogance prevail among1 the people,
if it were not that the manifest vengeance of God
hangs over the inhabiters of the land. Do thou,
preserved as I believe for better times, kept to set
thy country right, do thou, by God's grace aiding
thee, work out with full intent, in God's will, the
safety of thine own soul and the prosperity of the
country and the people committed to thy charge;
so that out of the setting-right of those subject to
thy rule, thy kingdom here on earth may be
stablished, and the glory of the kingdom to come
be granted to thee and thy descendants.

fe Let this letter, I pray you, be kept with you,
and very often read, for the sake of thy welfare
and of my love, that the omnipotent God may
deign to preserve thee in the increase of His holy
church for the welfare of our race, flourishing long
time in thy kingdom and advancing in all that is
good."

That letter finished, Alcuin proceeded next to
write to the expelled usurper Osbald. He did
not mince matters; he dealt, as people say, very
faithfully with him.

<( To my loved friend Osbald,1 Alchuine the
deacon sends greeting.

"I am displeased with thee, that thou didst
not obey me when I urged thee in my letter of
more than two years ago to abandon the lay life

1 In April, 796, the Patrician Osbald was made king by
certain leading men of the nation. But after twenty-seven
days he -was deserted by the whole of the royal family and
the chief men, and was put to flight and banished from the
kingdom. He escaped with a few followers to the Isle of
Lindisfarne, and thence went by sea with some of the
brethren to the king of the Picts. Sim. Dur. 795. . _.